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THE BOOKS, ARTICLES, AND ESSAYS CITED IN THIS 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ON ADJUSTMENT TO BLINDNESS WERE EXTRACTED FROM 
THREE PRIMARY SOURCES— (1) THE MAJOR REFERENCE DOCUMENTS OF 
THE SOCIAL SCIENCES FOR THE YEARS 1955 THROUGH 1966, (2) 
LITERATURE FROM THE FIELD OF WORK FOR THE BLIND, AND (3) 
STANDARD BIBLIOGRAPHIES ON THE SUBJECT OF ADJUSTMENT TO 
BLINDNESS. SECTION ONE OF THE BIBLIOGRAFHY LISTS 21 SELECTED 
REFERENCES FROM SOCIOLOGICAL LITERATURE, SECTION TWO LISTS 39 
SELECTIONS ON ADJUSTMENT TO BLINDNESS IN CHILDREN, AND 

SECTION THREE LISTS 160 ITEMS ON ADJUSTMENT AMONG ADULTS. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 



EDITOR'S NOTE 



The following pages contain another in the series of provisional bibliographies 
which we are privileged to issue in the field of sensory research related to 
blindness and severe visual impairment. 



The bibliography was prepared for us by Dr. Robert A. Scott, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Sociology at Princeton University. Readers may be interested to 
know that Dr. Scott is now preparing a book based on his study of the field of 
work for the blind, to be completed this summer, and to be published, it is 
hoped, next fall. A number of papers based on the study have already ap- 
peared, the most extensive of which is that in the journal Social Problems , 
Volume 14, No. 3 (Winter, 1967), and entitled, "The Selection of Clients by 
Social Welfare Agencies: The Case of the Blind. " 



On behalf both of Dr. Scott and of the Department of Research, we invite criti- 
cism from the reader of the content and scope of this bibliography. Our aim 
is to make it as useful to the researcher as we can, and your comments re- 
garding its utility would be welcome. 
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This bibliography contains a selected list of articles, books, and j 

essays concerning adjustment to blindness and severe visual impairment. 

The materials of which it consists have been extracted from three primary 
sources. First, extensive use was made of major reference documents of 
the social sciences. Many such documents were examined; the two from 
which a majority of materials were drawn are Psychology Abstracts and 
Sociology Abstracts . By and large, these standard reference sources were 
consulted for the years 1955 through 1966. 

Second, I have recently completed a study of the entire field of work 
for the blind. In order to gain some appreciation for the nature of theory and 
practice in this field it was necessary to study its vast literature in some de- 
tail. I have selected for inclusion in this bibliography a number of the better 
essays, books, and articles on the subject of adjustment to blindness. By and 
large, these materials have been selected because of the major contributions 
they make toward conceptualizing the nature of the problem and/ or because 
they contain important empirical data on the subject. 

Third, there are a number of standard bibliographies on the subject 
of adjustment to blindness, the most widely known of which are The Emo- 
tional and Social Adjustment of Blind Children , by M. L. Kellman Pringle; 

Blindiana, a project supported by the Vocational Rehabilitation Administration, 
which is a bibliography of all aspects of blindness and work for the blind; and 
Social Research on Blindness by Milton D. Graham. I have drawn from these 
various sources the papers and research reports that have made the most im- 
portant contributions toward understanding the phenomena of adjustment. 

Finally, the concept of adjustment generally has been a concern of 
many social scientists, who have produced a large literature about it. It is 
beyond the scope of this document to include all such materials which have 
relevance for blindness and severe visual impairment, or even to include a 
representative sample' of them. I have incorporated into the bibliography a 
few references from this literature which represent a point of view pn adjust- . 
ment that is distinctly sociological. These references are but a sample of the 
very rich sociological literature on the subject, and they are intended only to 
provide the interested reader with an entree into this field. 

The key issue raised by the materials in this document, and indeed 
the key problem encountered in amassing it, is the exact meaning of the phrase 
"adjustment to blindness. " It is a striking fact that while most of the authors 
whose works I have cited in Sections 2 and 3 explicitly address themselves 
to some aspect of the general question of adjustment, only a few of them 
attempt to define the term itself, or otherwise indicate what they have in mind 
when they use this concept. One is left to infer the meaning of die term from 
the manner in which it is used, and the worst fears of a rigorous thinker are 
confirmed by the inferences that are drawn thereby. Some authors use "ad- 
justment" to refer to anything and everything that happens to a blind person 
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following the onset or identification of his condition; others limit it to the psycho- 
logical and physical consequences that can be specifically related to the com- 
plete absence of vision. There are some who limit its use to physical restoration 
of persons who cannot see, while others think of it solely in terms of the psycho- 
logical impact that the condition of blindness can have on a person. A number 
of writers most of them — take for their primary focus the individual who cannot 
see; a very few take as their point of departure reactions of significant others to 
the blind person. Some think of adjustment as a short term matter, while others 
think of it as a more enduring process. Clearly, the most important task which 
now faces workers for the blind who are concerned with this subject is to formu- 
late a commonly acceptable definition of the concept of adjustment to blindness 
which can serve as an effective guide to empirical research on the subject. 



The fact that there is no agreed-upon definition of adjustment to blind- 
ness raises the question as to how it is possible to construct a bibliography on 
the subject. Specifically, what criteria of relevance could be used in order to 
compile it? I could find no easy or satisfactory rule of thumb to follow in decid- 
ing whether a particular publication should or should not be included in this biblio- 
graphy. The guideline which I finally adopted was as follows: if the author ex- 
plicitly stated or implied that his purpose for writing the paper, book, or report 
was to address himself to the matter of adjustment to blindness, it was included 
in the bibliography. It is recognized that this is a very poor criterion; yet, in 
the absence of any consensus about which of the symptoms and behaviors of blind 
persons are indicative of adjustment to that condition, we are left with no alterna- 
tive. It is my hope that the reader who masters the literature cited in this docu- 
ment will then be in a position to make the conceptual distinctions that will 
result in a clearer differentiation between questions of adjustment and other 
questions about blindness. 



Finally, the bibliography itself is divided into three sections. Sec- 
tion 1 contains the selected references from the sociological literature to which 
I have already made reference. Section 2 contains materials on the subject of 
adjustment to blindness in children. Section 3 contains materials relating to 
adjustment to blindness among adults. 



R. A. Scott 
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SECTION 1: SELECTED REFERENCES FROM SOCIOLOGICAL 
LITERATURE ON ADJUSTMENT 



Becker, Howard. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance . Glencoe, 111.: 
The Free Press, 1963. 

Becker, Howard (ed.). The Other Side: Perspectives on Deviance. Glencoe, 
f 111.: The Free Press, 1964. 

jV 

\ Davis, Fred. ’’Deviance Disavowal: The Management of Strained Interaction by 

I the Visibly Handicapped, ” in Howard Becker (ed. ), The Other Side . . . , 

op. cit . , pp. 119-38. 

} Davis, Fred. Passage Through Crises: Polio Victims and Their Families. 

| Indianapolis: Bobbs Merrill, 1963. 

| Erikson, K. T. "Notes on the Sociology of Deviance, ” in Howard Becker (ed. ), 

| The Other Side . . . , op. cit . , pp. 9-22. 

I Erikson, K. T. Wayward Puritans: A Study in the Sociology of Deviance . New 

I York: Wiley, 1966. 

I Freidson, E. "Disabilities as Social Deviance," in M. B. Sussman (ed.), 

| Sociology and Rehabilitation , Washington, D.C.: American 

| Sociological Association, 1966, Chapter 4, pp. 71-99. 

! Garfinkel, Harold. "Successful Degradation Ceremonies, ’’ Am. J. Sociol. , 

j 61(2): 420-24 (1956). 

| Goffman, Erving. Asylum s. Garden City, N. Y. : Doubleday, 1961. 

j Goffman. Erving. Encounters . Indianapolis: Bobbs Merrill, 1961. 
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\ Goffman, Erving. Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. Garden City, N. Y. : 

l Doubleday, 1959. 

f 

* Goffman, Erving. Stigma . Englewood Cliffs, N. J. : Prentice -Hall, 1963;. 

Hughes, E. C. "Good People and Dirty Work, ’’ in Howard Becker (ed. ), 

The Other Side. . . , op. cit . , pp. 23-36. 

Kitsuse, J. I. "Societal Reaction to Deviant Behavior: Problems of Theory and 
J Research, " in Howard Becker (ed. ), The Other Side . . . , op. cit . , 

\ pp. 87-102. 
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Scheff, T. J. Being Mentally 111: A Sociological Theory^ Chicago; Aldine 
Press, 1966. 

Scheff, T. J. "Typification in the Diagnostic Practices of Rehabilitation 

Agencies," in M. B. Sussman (ed.), Sociology and Rehabilitation , 
op. cit . , Chapter 8, pp. 139-47. 

Scott, R. A. "Ideological and Practical Consequences of Discrepancies Between 
Official and Operative Goals, " Social Problems , forthcoming. 

Scott, R. A. "Interpersonal Processes of Rehabilitation," in M. B. Sussman 
(ed. ), Sociology and Rehabilitation, op. cit . , Chapter 7, pp. 132-8. 
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Scott, R. A. "Selection of Clients by Welfare Agencies: The Case of the Blind, " 
Social Problems , 14(3); 248-57 (Winter, 1967). 

Sussman, M. B. Sociology and Rehabilitation . Washington, D. C. ; American 
Sociological Association, 1966. 

Sykes, G. M. The Society of Captives. Princeton, N.J. ; Princeton Univer- 
sity Press, 1958. 
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SECTION 2: CHILDREN 



Anagnos, Michael. The Education of the Blind in the U. S. A. , An Historical 
Sketch of Its Origin and Its Progress . Boston: G. H. Ellis, 1904. 



Ashcroft, S. C. "A New Era in Education and a Paradox in Research for the 
Visually Limited, M Exceptional Children, 29(8): 371 (1963). 
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i. Ashcroft, S. C. , and Harley, R. K. "The Visually Handicapped, " Rev. Educa - 

tional Res ■ , 36 (1): 75-92 (1966). 

I 

t* Bakwin, Ruth. "The Blind Child, " J. Pediatrics , 35(1): 120-29 (1949). 

Barker, R. G. "The Social Psychology of Physical Disability, " J. Social 
Issues, 4(4): 28-38 (1948). 

Barker, R. G. , Wright, B. A., Myerson, Lee, andGonick, M. R. Adjustment 
to Physical Handicap and Illness: A Survey of the Social Psychology 
of Physique and Disability . New York: Social Science Research 
Council, 1953, 44 pp. 

Barry, Harold, and Marshall, F. E. "Maladjustment and Maternal Rejection 
in Retrolental Fibroplasia, " Mental Hygiene , 37(4): 570-80 
(1953). 

Bateman, B. D. "Reading and Psycholinguistic Processes of Partially Seeing 
Children, " American Foundation for the Blind, Res. Bulletin No. 8, 
1965, pp. 29-44. 

Bateman, B. D. "Sighted Childrens* Perceptions of Blind Childrens* Abili- 
ties, "j&cc^ptional_Children, 29(1): 42-6 (1962). 

Bauman, M. K. "A Comparative Study of Personality Factors in Blind, Other 
Handicapped, and Non-handicapped Individuals, ** Am. Psychologist, 
5(7): 340-41 (1950). 

Bauman, M. K. "Group Differences Disclosed by Inventory Items, ** fat. J . 
Educ. Blind, 13(4): 101-106 (1964). 

Bauman, M. K. , and Strausse, S. H. "A Comparison of Blind Children from 
Day and Residential Schools in a Camp Setting, " fat. J. Educ. Blind, 
11(3): 74-7 (1962). 
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' Beers, Nora. ,T The Preschool Blind Child in the Hospital, " New Outlook for the 
Blind, 52(6): 216-21 (1958). 

Benda, C. E., M.D. ; Medalia, L. S., M.D. ; and Fernald, W. E. ’’Blindness 
in Mental Deficiency — A Study of Causative Factors of Mental Defi- 
ciency in Blind Children, " Research Relating to Children, Bulletin No. 6, 
1956, p. 24. 



Bender, I. E. Motivation and Visual Factors: Individual Studies of College 
Students. Hanover, N. H. : Dartmouth College Publication, 1952. 



Benham, F. G. The Relationship of Parental Understanding and Parental Atti- 
tudes to Adjustment of Residential Visually Impaired Adolescents. 
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Rochester, 1960. 



Benton, P. C. ’’The Emotional Aspects of Visual Handicaps, ” Sight-Saving Rev . , 
21(1): 23-6 (Spring, 1951). 



Blank, H. R. ’’Psychiatric Problems Associated with Congenital Blindness Due 
to Retrolental Fibroplasia, ” New Outlook for the Blind , 53: 237-44 
(1959), 

Bonaccorsi, M. T., and Caplan, Hyman. ’’Psychotherapy with a Blind Child, ” 
Can. Psychiatric Assoc. J . , 10(5): 393-8 (1965). 

Branson, H. K. , and Branson, Ralph. ’’The Blind Child and His Special Prob- 
lems,” Outlook for the Blind, 4(4): 122-8 (1956). 

. *% ♦ 

Brielahd, D. M. "A Comparative Study of the Speech of Blind and Sighted 
Children.” Speech Monographs, 17(1) (1950). 

Brown, P. A. ’’Responses of Blind and Seeing Adolescents to an Introversion- 
Extroversion Questionnaire, ” J. Psychol. , 6(1): 137-47 (1938). 

Brown, P. A. ’’Responses of Blind and Seeing Adolescents to a Neurotic In- 
ventory, ”_J i __Psychol. , 7(2): 211-21 (1939). 

Bucknam, F. G. "Multiple-Handicapped Blind Children (an Incidence Survey), ” 
Int. J. Educ. Blind, 15(2): 46-9 (i96£K 

Burchinal, L. G., Gardiner, B. , and Hawke s, G. R. ’’Children’s Personality 
Adjustment and the Socio-Economic Status pf Their Families, " 

J. Genet. Psychol. , 92(2): 149-59 (1958). 

Burchinal, L. G., Gardiner, B. , andHawkes, G. R. ’’Parents’ Attitudes and 
Adjustment of Children, ” J. Genet. Psychol . , 92(1): 67-79 (1958). 
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Categories of Crises, e.g. , Tuberculosis, Birth of Premature 
Baby, Birth of Baby with Congenital Anomaly, and the Birth of 
Twins with Reference to the Future Mental Health of Family 
Members. M Harvard School of Public Health, Family Guidance 
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Carr, L. B. "Preschool Blind Children and Their Parents, " Children, 

2(3): 83-8 (1955). 
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Center For Blind Children. Problems of Adjustment of Handicapped Children . 
Boston: Center for Blind Children., 1959. 

Cole, N. J. , and Tarbaroff, L. H. "The Psychological Problems of the Con- 
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